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At age 16, Micheal McIlhenney is one of the
youngest pilots in the U.S. He completed his
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MICHAEL MCILHENNY, A JUNIO
HIGH SCHOOL, GETS HIS WINGS p.
- Written by John Mcllhenny and Marlena Solomon
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nce he was a young boy, Michael McIlhenny has dreamed of character. To gain admission, candidates must pass a fitness
ying an airplane. Recently, his dream came true. At age 16, test, undergo a thorough medical examination, and se

he Jersey Village High School junior completed flight ground nomination, which usually comes from
chool training and performed his first cross-country solo flight the candidate’s home distri
in a Cessna 152. He is one of only 191 other young ﬂyers in the
United States who have completed their first sol FLYING SOLO
their seventeenth birthday. “Ever “I-was fi
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of Texas law, he will have to wait six months before he is eligible to
drive solo to College Station, but he can fly there on his own. “The
acceleration of take-off, the wind blowing in my face, and the final
freedom of flight has always been my dream. Being able to fly solo
this summer was finally being able to live my dream,” says Michael.

Michael then traveled to the U.S. Air Force Academy in Colorado

Springs, CO for a guided tour of the academy led by recent

graduate, 2nd Lt. Whitney Evanson. Lt. Evanson explained the

different educational options available to cadets at the Air Force

Academy. Michael hopes to study aeronautical engineering at the

academy. Reflecting on his tour of the academy, Michael says, “I _
see graduating from the Air Force Academy as being the pinnacle 1

of achievement for any cadet whom has the ambitions to s '
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academy are only stepping-stones on the jo . ) Be a citizen of the United States*

and challenges that a cadet faces during the fe

2+?” Be unmarried with no dependents
Michael later met with Majc [ Be of good moral character

ith Gen. Be at least 17, but less than 23 years of age by July 1
complex, to tour the Air Force of the year of entry

future pilots spend four week . . . .
Meet high leadership, academic, physical and

medical standards

*unless nominated by an official of a country invited by the Department of Defense
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